
   
Fall, 2008                  ENGL 102                  Bruce G. Nims 
 
Texts 
 
Rosenberg, Donna, ed.  World Literature: an Anthology of Great Short Stories, Drama, and Poetry. 
Harris, Muriel. Prentice Hall Reference Guide, 7th ed. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 
1. Students will practice writing about literature by means of three essays: one on fiction, 

one on poetry, and one on drama. 
 
2. Students will use reading to gain a multicultural understanding of basic literary themes, 

and to articulate that understanding through writing. 
 
3. Students will practice research skills and research writing through a research paper. 
 
4. Students will use writing as a stimulus to clear thought and intellectual discipline. 
   
Course Outline 
 
Class Week Topic Text  Assignments 
 
September 
 
Aug. 22 Introduction   
 

Aug. 25-30 Fiction As assigned 
 
3-5 (Sept. 1ñLabor Day) Fiction As assigned Essay#1 
   (Draft) 
 
8-12 Fiction, Poetry As assigned Conferences  
   Fiction Test 
     
 
15-19 Poetry As assigned Essay #1  
   (Final) 
 
22-26 Poetry As assigned Poetry  
   Test 
 

October  
 
Sept. 29-Oct. 3 Drama A Dollõs House  Essay #2  
   (Draft) 
 
6-8 Drama A Dollõs House Conferences 
   Fall Break  
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13-17 Drama  Essay #2 
   (Final) 
   Drama Test 
      
 
20-24 Research Intro PH, Sect. 51-59 Topics Due  
   Essay #3 
   (Draft) 
 
27-31 Conferences PH, Sect. 60 Working  
   Bib. Due 
   Essay #3 
   (Final) 
November 
 
3-7 Research  Outline/ 
   Note  
   Cards Due 
 
10-14 Research  Conferences  
 

17-21 Research  Research  

   Test 
 
24 Research  Working  
   Draft Due  
 
December 
 
1-5  Research  Conferences(1st)  
    Final Draft Due 
   (5th) 
 
Policies and Procedures:  The course outline provided here is a general plan for the course, 
subject to revision and update; therefore you should keep it handy in case such revisions are 
necessary. I will also be making specific assignments in class based on class needs. 
     All out of class assignments will be due on the last class day of the week for which they 
are assigned.  Assignments are due in class.  If your essay is late, I will penalize your grade, 
the amount of the penalty subject to my discretion. If your printer malfunctions, you can 
submit essays as an email attachment.  
     Your essays for this course should average 750 words in length.  I will be glad to help you 
with either reading comprehension or writing issues.  Make an appointment or come by 
during office hours.  
 
Research Paper: Your research paper should be from 1500 to 2500 words, and should 
present the documented results of your investigation into a significant historical event, 
person, or cultural trend prominent during the years 1940-1980. I will provide you with an 
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extensive list of suggestions, but you can choose any topic you wish from that time period as 
long as I approve. 
 The research paper is a challenging and time-consuming project. To ease the stress, we 
will do the project in four steps: working bibliography, notes and outline, working draft, and 
final draft. Each step will count as a portion of the final grade, and I will do two personal 
conferences with each student. You must complete the research paper to receive a 
grade of C or higher as the final grade for the course. 
 
Final Examination:  The final examination will consist of an in class essay analyzing and 
interpreting a short work of literature, either a short story or a poem. 
 
Conferences and Appointments:  I will use conferences and office appointments to monitor 
your progress as a writer.  These one-on-one sessions, I have found, are excellent 
opportunities to talk about ideas and evaluate your essays in a general way. At least three 
times during the semester I will cancel the regular class meeting for the day and hold a 15-
minute conference with each student instead, usually to evaluate the first draft of an essay or 
to discuss progress on the research paper. If you miss your scheduled appointment, the 
missed appointment will count as a class absence. 
 
Tutoring: Specific problems with grammar, punctuation, spelling, or other aspects of writing 
mechanics are well handled through the tutoring services of the Academic Success Center 
and the Opportunity Scholars Program.  If you take advantage of tutoring services, I will 
monitor your progress. 
 
Grading Guidelines 
 
1. Average work in a college-level course receives a grade of C.  A C reflects  

 satisfactory work; work must demonstrate extra merit to receive a grade of B or higher. 
 
2. Characteristics of a satisfactory essay include the following:  (a.) clear  

 evidence that the student has understood the assignment; (b.) a main idea developed by 
appropriate paragraphing and transitions between sentences and paragraphs; (c.) details 
that illustrate the key ideas; (d.) no errors in grammar or usage that distort the essay's 
ideas or seriously confuse the reader. 

 
3.  A grade is a reflection of how clear, convincing, and stimulating an essay is; thus, it not 

obtained by simply adding up errors.  Correct mechanics are important, but 
inventiveness, imagination, and clearly organized idea content are more important. An 
essay with some minor errors in mechanics could receive an A, while a paper with few 
or no such errors but having almost nothing to say could receive an F. 

 
4. Marks or comments on an essay draft are there to help you, but never assume that I 

have caught everything.  The responsibility for the quality of your final draft is 
ultimately yours. 

 
5. Circumstances of composition affect grading standards.  The more help you receive, the 

tougher the standards.  I tend to become a bit more demanding as the semester 
progresses as well. 
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6. A grade is a measure of achievement, not effort or ability. 
 
7. I subscribe to the 10% policy in the USC Lancaster Bulletin. That is, I can 

penalize your grade for more than four unexcused absences. You can be excused 
for an absence in three ways: (1) prior agreement with the instructor; (2) legible 
physicianõs or clinic excuse for illness or injury; (3) obituary or funeral program for a 
death in the family. Once I have warned you about habitual tardiness, each tardiness will 
count as one-half an absence. 

 
8. The Drop Date is October 3. If, for any reason, you believe that you will have difficulty 

completing the requirements for the course, drop it by that date to save your GPA. 
 
Grade Weighting 
 
    3 Essays         50% 
    Research Paper   25% 
    Tests and Final  25% 
 
Academic Honesty:  All tests will be administered under an honor system. To help the honor 
system work, the following policies are in effect:  (1) On test days do not bring any books, 
notes, or paper to the classroom-- only your pen.  I will provide all paper.  (2) If you observe 
dishonesty of any kind during the test, please report it to me. I will protect your anonymity.  
(3) I will investigate any evidence of dishonesty, to include plagiarism on out of class papers, 
and if such dishonesty is proved, I will impose sanctions.  These sanctions may involve 
failure for the test or essay, failure for the course, or dismissal from the course. 
 
Academic Disturbance Policy:  Disturbances in classes, labs, during field trips, lectures, 
presentations, and other academic activities may result in one or more of the following 
sanctions: verbal reprimand, written warning, permanent dismissal from the class, 
suspension from the University for a period of time, or permanent suspension from the 
University.  If a student is dismissed from a class after the last day to withdraw from classes, 
the student will receive an F grade in the class.  A student may appeal verbal reprimand, 
written warning, or permanent dismissal from the class to the Academic Dean.  A student 
may appeal suspension form the University for a period of time or permanent suspension 
from the University to the Vice Provost for Regional Campuses. 
 
Office Hours (Bradley 218) 
 
   MW: 10:00 a.m-11:30 a.m.; 2:00-3:30 p.m. 
 TTh:  2:00-3:30 p.m.  
   Friday: 10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
 Office Phoneñ803-313-7047  
   Home Phone-- 803-547-0291 (before 9 p.m.) 
 Email-- bnims@gwm.sc.edu 


