Fall, 2008 ENGL 101H Bruce G. Nims
Text

Ackley, Katherine Anne. Perspectives on Contemporary Issues: Readings Across the Disciplines. 5th ed.
Harris, Muriel. Prentice Hall Reference Guide. 7" ed.

Learning Outcomes

1. Students will learn and practice effective writing style, with emphasis on clarity, coherence, and
correctness.

2. Students will explore the relationships among reading, writing, and thinking and write stylistically
effective narrative, summative, critical, and argumentative essays that reflect an active, rather

than passive, attitude towards knowledge.

3. Students will gain experience in both group and individual research through a group
presentation and a personal research project.

Course Outline

Class Week Topic Text Assignments

August

21 Reading Critically Chap. 1

26-28 Reading Critically Chap. 1 Exercises

September

2-4 Writing Process Chap. 2 Exercises

9-11 Writing Process Chap. 2 Essay #1
(Draft)

16-18 Conferences Chap. 3 Essay #1
(Final)

23-25 Summary Chap. 3 Exercises

Sept. 30-Oct. 2 Summary Chaps. 3 Essay #2
(Draft)

Octobet

7-9 Conferences Chap. 3



14-16 Critique Chap. 4 Essay #2
(Final, 10/14)

21-23 Critique Chap. 4 Exercises

28-30 Critique Chap. 4 Essay #3
(Draft)

November

6 Conferences

11-13 Argument Chap. 5 Essay #3
(Final, 11/11)

18-20 Argument Chap. 5 Exercises

25 Argument Chap. 5 Presentations

December

2-4 Documentation Chap. 5 Exercises

11 Essay #4

Course Rationale

Students for this class have been invited on the basis of the higher level of reading and
writing ability you demonstrated on the Grammar and Writing Skills Assessment you took in
Orientation. "Regulat" English classes will have a percentage of students who are limited in their
writing and reading preparation, and the content of the class has to take those limitations into
consideration. In the honots class, I can assume that students invited meet a baseline of
competence; thus, we can focus right away on writing issues such as style, clarity, and coherence
rather than grammar and basic organization, and on reading issues such as analysis and evaluation
rather than comprehension.

We'll "warm up" with a narrative/descriptive essay, and then we'll move on to an integration
of reading and writing through summarizing and critiquing selected essays in the text (Perspectives on
Contemporary Issues: Readings Across the Disciplines). We'll also draw on political and commercial
advertising, and perhaps a short story or two as sources for analyses and critiques.

During November, we'll break out into working groups based on shared academic majors or
professional goals. Each group will make an illustrated presentation to the class on a general topic of
shared interest drawn from one of the chapters in Part Two of the text. The final assignment will be
a documented argumentative essay on a narrower subject within your general field.



Policies and Procedures:

The course outline provided here is a general plan for the course, subject to revision and
update; therefore you should keep it handy in case such revisions are necessary. I will also be
assigning homework exercises. Your conscientiousness in preparing these exercises will affect your
participation grade.

All out of class assignments will be due in class on the deadline date. If your work is late, I
will penalize your grade, the amount of the penalty subject to my discretion. Also, it is your
responsibility to make sure I receive any work not turned in at the regular time.

Your final essay drafts for this course should average 600 words in length. Your final
documented argumentative essay should be 750-1000 words in length. I will be glad to help you with
any writing issues and to help you understand the writing exercises in the text. Make an
appointment or come by during office hours.

Conferences and Appointments

I will use conferences and office appointments to monitor your progress and to give you
feedback. These one on one sessions, I have found, are excellent opportunities to talk about ideas
and evaluate your essays in a general way. I will also get to know you better and become familiar
with your strengths and interests. On the days that we hold draft conferences, I will cancel the
regular class meeting for the day and hold a 15-minute conference with each student in my office. If
you miss your scheduled appointment, the missed appointment will count as a class absence.

Grading Guidelines

1. Average work in a college-level course receives a grade of C. A C reflects
satisfactory work; work must demonstrate extra merit to receive a grade of B or higher.

2. Characteristics of a satisfactory essay include the following: (a.) clear evidence that the student
has understood the assignment; (b.) a main idea developed by appropriate paragraphing and
transitions between sentences and paragraphs; (c.) details that illustrate the key ideas; (d.) no
errors in grammar or usage that distort the essay's ideas or seriously confuse the reader.

3. A grade is a reflection of how clear, convincing, and stimulating an essay is; thus, it not obtained
by simply adding up errors. Correct mechanics are important, but inventiveness, imagination,
and clearly organized idea content are more important. An essay with some minor errors in
mechanics could receive an A, while a paper with few or no such errors but having almost
nothing to say could receive an F.

4. Marks or comments on an essay draft are there to help you, but never assume that I have caught
everything. The responsibility for the quality of your final draft is ultimately yours.

5. Circumstances of composition affect grading standards. The more help you receive, the tougher
the standards. I tend to become a bit more demanding as the semester progresses as well.



6. A grade is a measure of achievement, not effort or ability.

7. According to the USC-L Bulletin, if you miss more than 10% of class meetings unexcused, I can
exact a penalty on your final grade. Absences can be excused in three ways: (1) prior permission
of the instructor; (2) physician’s signed no
I will not tolerate habitual tardiness.

Grade Weighting:
4 essays 80%
Group Project 10%
Participation and Involvement 10%

Participation and Involvement

Participation is a percentage of your grade, so come to class punctually and have your
homework assignments prepared, because I may take them up to see how conscientious you have
been. Combined, your work on the group project and the general quality of your participation will
count as a fifth essay grade.

Academic Honesty

All graded work for this course will be administered under an honor system. To help the
honor system work, the following policies are in effect: (1) if you observe dishonesty of any kind in
the completion of any graded assignment, please report it to me. I will protect your anonymity; (2) 1
will investigate any evidence of dishonesty, especially plagiarism on out of class papers, and if such
dishonesty is proved, I will impose sanctions. These sanctions may involve failure for the test or
essay, failure for the course, or dismissal from the course.

Academic Disturbance Policy

Disturbances in classes, labs, during field trips, lectures, presentations, and other academic
activities may result in one or more of the following sanctions: verbal reprimand, written warning,
permanent dismissal from the class, suspension from the University for a period of time, or
permanent suspension from the University. If a student is dismissed from a class after the last day
to withdraw from classes, the student will receive an F grade in the class. A student may appeal
verbal reprimand, written warning, or permanent dismissal from the class to the Academic Dean. A
student may appeal suspension from the University for a period of time or permanent suspension
from the University to the Vice Provost for Regional Campuses.

Office Hours (Bradley 218):

MW: 10:00-11:30 a.m.; 2:00-3:30 p.m.

TTh: 2:00-3:30 p.m.

F: 10:00-11:30 a.m.

Office Phone: 803-313-7047

Home Phone: 803-547-0291 (before 9 p.m.)
Campus Email: bnims@gwm.sc.edu



