
 1 

Español 122 – Spring, 2008 

Division of Liberal Arts 

University of South Carolina @ Lancaster 

Lancaster, SC  29720 

Telephone: 313-7021 office/ 754-2189 home 

 

Professor: Darris A. Hassell   E-mail:  Hassell@gwm.sc.edu   

Office:  Medford 223    Classroom:  Medford 217                          

Office Hrs.: lunes a viernes   Time: 9:00-10:30, 2:30-3:45 lun/miér/vier 

                 9:00-11:30, 4:00-5:15 mar/jue 

Telephone: 313-7021 oficina/ 754-2189 casa *FLLC Hrs.: Check ASC hours 

       

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Basic Proficiency in Spanish. 3 credit hours. Practice and further 

development of essential listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills.   

 

Admission to SPAN 122 is reserved exclusively for those who have taken the USC Spanish Phase 

1 Placement Exam and received the score of S3 OR that have successfully completed SPAN 110, 

or SPAN 121. Please note that credit may be earned only for SPAN 109 and SPAN 110, or SPAN 

121.  SPAN 122 is offered only in the spring semester and in summer II on the Lancaster campus.   

 

REQUIRED MATERIALS:    

Puentes, 4th  ed., including CD’s. Patti J. Marinelli and Lizette Mujica Laughlin, 

Thomson Heinle, 2007. 

Puentes: Cuaderno de Actividades, 4th ed., including Puentes: CD de Laboratorio,  Patti 

J. Marinelli, Lizette Mujica Laughlin, Thompson Heinle, 2007. 

 

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS: 

English Grammar for Students of Spanish. Emily Spinelli, The Olivia and Hill Press, 

1998.  (Available at campus bookstore.) 

Oxford Starter Spanish Dictionary, Revised Edition. Oxford University Press, 2003.  

(Available at campus bookstore.) 

Atajo: Writing Assistant for Spanish (CD ROM available in FLLC)   

Online dictionaries (www.diccionarios.com  or www.spanishdict.com  and a paper copy 

of a Spanish/English dictionary 

Puentes Web Site: www.puentes.heinle.com 

 

OBJECTIVES: Students who successfully complete this course should be able to do the 

following: 

1.  Communication   

 understand and interpret the main ideas and some supporting details of written 

and spoken communication in the present and past tense (preterite aspect) on 

topics of personal interest such as one’s immediate environment, background, 

friends, family, and pets, pastimes, travel, home and university life, shopping, 

food, etc.  

 engage in oral and written exchanges with the ability to initiate and sustain 

interchange including providing and obtaining information, expressing feelings 

and preferences, and exchanging ideas and opinions on topics of personal 

interest such those mentioned above.  

http://www.diccionarios.com/
http://www.spanishdict.com/
http://puentes.heinle.com/
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2.  Cultures 

 understand cultural information and relationships between cultural perspectives, 

products, and practices, especially as they relate to the Hispanic countries focused 

on in the text (i.e.Ecuador, Costa Rica, Bolivia, Chile). 

 use appropriate cultural behavior in social and survival situations. 

3.  Connections 

 use the Spanish language to reinforce subject matter and learn new information in 

academic areas such as history, geography, art, anthropology, mathematics and 

literature. 

4.  Comparisons 

 develop insights into their own language and culture, through readings and 

Internet listening activities (Puente cultural) which deal with Spanish speakers in 

the students’ community and abroad. 

5.  Communities 

 Students will be made aware of opportunities to practice and hear the Spanish 

language outside of the classroom in activities such as concerts, movies, lectures,  

exhibits, festivals, and conversational exchanges with Hispanics in the 

community. 
 

FINAL GRADE:  

All students are required to pass each component of the Exit Exam in order to receive credit for 

SPAN 122.  The scoring on each section is Pass/Fail.  Students are permitted to retake the failed 

section(s) once at the date and time of the final exam scheduled for the course.  Upon passing all 

sections, students will receive a minimal passing grade of "D" for the course.  (See attachments 

on EXIT EXAM for more information.) Grades above the minimal passing grade of "D" will be 

determined in accordance with the following course components: 

 

 Daily Grade (Homework, Class Participation, Attendance)   20% 

 Quizzes          15% 

 Compositions (3 x 8.33%)       25% 

 Exams (3 x 15%)        40% 

         TOTAL          100%  

 

GRADING SCALE: 

The following grading scale will be used to determine the semester grade for SPAN 122 when the 

student has passed every section of the Exit Exam: 

 

 92-100 A  74-79  C 

 89-91  B+  71-73  D+ 

 83-88  B  65-70  D 

 80-82  C+   
 

 

 

 

 

 



 3 

 

BACK CREDIT: 

Students who have initially placed into SPAN 122 may receive four (4) hours of back credit for 

SPAN 121 if they earn an A, B+, or B in SPAN 122.  Once the final grades for SPAN 122 have 

been recorded, students should go to the Admissions office (Starr Hall) to complete the 

appropriate form to receive back credit. 

 

     CLASS POLICIES 

 

ATTENDANCE: 
Regular class attendance is essential for successful completion of the course. 

 Absences for any reason (excused or unexcused) in excess of 10% (i.e. 3) will result in a 

lower Daily Grade according to the scale below.   

 Arriving late and leaving early from class will also be viewed negatively. Three (3) late 

arrivals will equal one (1) absence.  Beyond 10 minutes, arriving late or departing early 

will count as one (1) full absence.   

 Anyone with chronic health problems or any other factor that may influence attendance 

or in-performance should notify the instructor within the first week of classes with 

documentation of such special needs.   

 The following policy regarding absences will apply to the Daily Grade component (20%) 

of your final grade in SPAN 122: 

 

0 = 5 bonus points added to Daily Grade 

 1-2 = 3 bonus points added to Daily Grade 

 3 = no effect on Daily Grade 

 4 = -10 points from Daily Grade 

 5 = -20 points from Daily Grade 

 6 = -30 points from Daily Grade 

7 or more absences = Daily Grade is lowered to 0 
  

EXAMS AND QUIZZES:    
If an exam is missed due to an excused (documented) absence, the next exam may count twice 

with prior approval of the instructor.  Quizzes, both announced and unannounced, may not be 

made up; The lowest 3 quiz grades will be dropped when the final quiz average is determined.  

The Exit Exams (first and retests), if missed, may not be made up or rescheduled for any 

reason.  Please plan your end-of-semester travel accordingly.   

 

HOMEWORK AND WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS:    
All assignments must be completed by the designated due date. All other assignments not 

completed in time will be assigned a zero (0). All homework and written assignments are to be 

done neatly and legibly in pencil or dark ink.  All textbook, workbook, and lab manual exercises 

must be written out completely if you wish to receive credit.   

 

COMPOSITIONS:  

You are required to type, double-spaced, final drafts of your compositions that are completed 

outside of class; please use 12-point font and black ink.  The first draft or  borrador of  

compositions will normally be written in class; these should be handwritten, skipping lines.  Your 

professor will grade the final draft only and provide you with guidance on corrections that need to 

be made in your rough drafts.  For the final draft, you will rewrite and resubmit the revised 
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composition, correcting suggested parts and completing it with additional sentences of the same 

nature and topic. Missed compositions may be made up; however, there is a points deduction for 

each day the assignment is considered past due. Please remember that when you write the final 

drafts of your compositions you should not rely solely on the assistance of any sort from any 

other person or computerized language software, including, but not limited to, computerized or 

online language translators, spell checks, grammar checks or the like.  It really becomes obvious 

to me, the reader when this occurs. If you are found guilty of this charge, placing you in direct 

violation of the Honor Code of the University of South Carolina, you shall be subject to strict 

disciplinary action to be determined by the Office of the Dean of the University’s College of 

Liberal Arts.   

 

PUENTES VIDEO:  

Although the Puentes video and corresponding activities are to be completed in class, if you are 

absent on the day they are shown, you may view them in the Academic Success Center (ASC), on 

the second floor of the Medford Library. Often included in your homework are sections that 

can be completed before you watch particular sections. Please note that information contained 

in the videos is routinely included on the culture sections of your chapter exams. 

 

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR:  

All students are expected to come to class fully prepared to participate in all activities.  Failure to 

come to class prepared can adversely affect your success and the success of your classmates since 

pair work and group interaction are necessary for successful development of your conversational 

skills.  Please ensure that your electronic devices (cell phones, ipods, blackberry, mp3player, etc.) 

are turned off during class.None of them are allowed to be used during class time.  Furthermore, a 

ringing or vibrating cell phone during class is disruptive and will negatively affect your class 

participation grade. Proper classroom decorum is based on respect.  Don’t be a distraction to the 

learning process.  You will be asked to leave if this becomes an issue. 

 

HONOR CODE:   

You are encouraged to study and to practice with your friends and classmates; however, all 

homework assignments, compositions, and other methods of evaluation must be an accurate 

reflection of your own work.  Any student who violates this rule or knowingly assists another to 

violate this rule shall be subject to strict disciplinary action.  Please refer to your Student 

Handbook for information regarding the USC code of ethics. 

 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE LEARNING CENTER (ASC) 
You may practice using additional computer software in Spanish in the Medford Library Bldg in 

the Academic Success Center.  This is for your own improvement and is recommended to you.  

See the attendant in the Center for assistance in using these resources.  These items may not be 

taken from the library. 

 

CLASSMATES  

 

Name     Telephone No.   E-mail 
1. _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  _____________________________________________________________________ 
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SYLLABUS (Spring):  

The following is an outline of your assignments for the semester.  Your professor may 

supplement these activities with handouts, additional written exercises from the text or 

workbook or occasionally change the assignments or due dates when necessary.  These 

changes will be announced in class and via email addresses given on your information 

cards. In case you are absent from class, contact a classmate or the professor to ensure 

that you have the most up-to-date assignments. If your professor is absent, you should 

work on your own and continue completing the assignments on the syllabus. 

 

Important notes:  

Á The assignments listed under “Antes de clase” are DUE on the date stated within each 

box.  

Á Write out completely activities or other assignments indicated with the phrase escribir 

(“write”). Be sure to bring your questions from the exercises with you to class for review. 

Á Listen to the corresponding CD when preparing the listening activities, indicated by the 

phrase escuchar y escribir (“listen and write”). 

Á Note that different CD’s are used for the textbook (texto) and the workbook (cuaderno). 

Á When preparing vocabulary sections, consult the translations in the Appendix, starting on 

p. A-26. 

 

SEMANA 1/2 

martes, 15 de enero:  Introducción a la clase, discutir el sílabo y el sistema de la clase, repasar 

los recursos para la clase 

jueves, 17 de enero, martes 22 de enero 
En clase: Repaso general: vocabulario, gramática básica, etc. 

Antes de clase: check the list below for topics you have reviewed or need to review 

Texto: _____Los pronombres p. 16                       _____  SER/ESTAR p. 99-100 

            _____Estar p. 16                                          _____ Rutina diaria  pp. 103-104 

            _____los números  pp. 4, 19                                                                     pp. 106-107 

             _____el alfabeto p. 5                                   _____ los quehaceres domésticos pp. 110 

 _____TENER, IR, SER p. 21-22                _____ los complementos directos p. 129-30 

             _____Información personal pp. 28-29        _____ en el Mercado p. 133, p. 198 

             _____Presente Regular de verbos AR, ER, IR pp. 31-32 

             _____los días, los meses p. 57                 _____ los complementos indirectos p. 136-37 

             _____la hora p. 54                                    _____ dos complementos p. 139 

             _____la familia pp. 25, 82-83                   _____ las opiniones pp. 153-154, 194 

             _____la descripción personal pp. 85-86    _____profesiones p. 156 

             _____la casa y los muebles pp. 93-94, 97 _____ frases verbales  p. 157 

             _____los alimentos y las comidas pp.122-123    _____ el pretérito p. 163-64, 166, 171 

             _____las clases p. 150                                                                        p. 172 

             _____El tiempo libre p.35                         _____ de compras pp. 186-87 

             _____GUSTAR p. 38                                _____ expresiones afirmativas/negativas p.203 

             _____Preguntas (sí/no) pp. 42-43              _____ por/para p. 205 

             _____Stem-changing verbs pp. 62-63       _____  España  p. 210 

             _____Los números multiples p. 66           _____ la Argentina p. 180 

             _____Otros verbos irregulares p. 71        _____ el Perú p. 144    _____ Puerto Rico p. 48 

             _____Comparaciones/Superlativo pp. 88-89   _____ México p. 76      
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NOTA:  To practice the present tense of  regular AR, ER, and IR verbs, you may also wish to 

consult the free, online practices at www.studyspanish.com 

jueves, 24 de enero   
En clase: Capítulo 7, Paso 1: Invitaciones (216) los fines de semana  (218-19) 

 

Antes de clase:  (216-223) 

Texto: Escuchar y escribir 7-1 (217) y 7-4 (218) 

             Estudiar y preparar  7-2 (217) y 7-5 (220), 7-7 (221)  

Cuaderno:  Leer y escribir 7-1 thru 7-5 (115-119) 

. 

 

SEMANA 3 

 

martes, 29 de enero 
En clase:   Capítulo 7, Paso 2  

Antes de clase: Puente Cultural (226), Paso 2 vocabulario del tiempo (227)  

                          los días festivos (230-31), el imperfecto (223) 

Texto: Escuchar y escribir 7-13 (228) 7-15 (229)  7-16 (231), 7-20 (234) 

Cuaderno:  7-7 thru 7-11 

jueves, 31 

En clase:  Capítulo 7, Paso 3 

Antes de clase: vocabulario de contar cuentos (236), comparar el pretérito con el imperfecto (239-

240) 

Texto:  Escuchar y escribir 7-24 (237), 7-25 (237), 7-27 (240) y 7-29 (241)   

Cuaderno: 7-13 y 7-14 (123-124) 

 

 

 

SEMANA 4 

martes, 5 de febrero 
En clase:   Escribir el borrador (first draft) de Redacción 1. 30 minutos               

Antes de clase:      Segundo contraste (242), 7-31 (243)  7-34 (245)                           

                               Prepararse para escribir la redacción. 

Cuaderno:  7-6 (119), 7-12 (122), 7-15 (125), 7-16 (126) 

NOTA: To prepare to write your first composition, think about the topic your professor has given 

you. Review any vocabulary and grammar you may need to write about that topic. Bring a 

dictionary to class; you will be allowed to consult it during the writing part of class. 

jueves, 7 de febrero 

En clase: Costa Rica 

 

Antes de clase: Costa Rica (250-51), Haz tu propia investigación del Internet 

Texto:  Estudiar y preparar las páginas de cultura 

 

Cuaderno: Escribir 7-17 y 7-18 (127-28), choose A, B, or C from Lectura 7-19 (128-132) 

                           Escuchar 7-24 thru 7-27 (134-36) 

SEMANA 5 

martes, 12 de febrero:  Repaso del Capítulo 7, Pruebas de práctica 

jueves, 14 de febrero 

En clase: Examen del Capítulo 7   

http://www.studyspanish.com/
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SEMANA 6 

martes, 19 de febrero: 

Introducción al vocabulario para Capítulo 8 

Antes de clase: Pedir instrucciones/ mandatos formales (256), (259-60) 

Texto: Escuchar y escribir 8-1 (257), 8-2 (258), 8-5 (261)  

Cuaderno: 8-1 (137), 8-3 (139)  

 

jueves, 21 de febrero 

Antes de clase: Se pasiva/informal (263), Puente Cultural (265);  Vocabulario del cuerpo humano (266) 

                          Escuchar y escribir 8-9 (264), 8-11 (267), 8-14 (268) 

 Cuaderno:  8-4 thru 8-7, (140-42) 

SEMANA 7 

martes, 26 de febrero 

Antes de clase: vocabulario para las enfermedades (269), comentario cultural (271), el subjuntivo 

presente regular (272-73) 

En clase:  Texto:  Escuchar y escribir  8-15 (270-71), 8-18 (273), 8-20 (274)   

Cuaderno:  8-8 thru 8-10 

 

NOTA: Don’t forget to consult the Appendix in the back of the textbook for the English equivalents of 

the vocabulary sections. 

jueves,  28 de marzo 

En clase:  Ecuador   

Antes de clase: Ecuador (2787-279) Haz tu propia investigación del Ecuador en el Internet  

Cuaderno: Escribir 8-11, 8-12 (145-46),  Choose Lectura A, B, or C and complete  

                                         the exercises for the one you choose 

                           Escuchar y escribir: 8-20 thru 8-22 (153-54)   

 

SEMANA 8 

martes,  4 de marzo 

En clase:  repasar para el examen del Capítulo 8, Segundo borrador 30 minutos 

Redacción 1 (During class today  you will write and turn in the rough draft for this chapter’s 

composition)    

 

jueves, 6 de marzo  

En clase:  Repasar el Capítulo 8, pruebas de práctica para el Capítulo 

SEMANA 9 

Vacaciones de primavera (9 de marzo – 16 de marzo) 

SEMANA 10 

martes, 18 de marzo 

En clase: Examen del Capítulo 8;  Introducción al Capítulo 9 Vocabulario 

 

Antes de clase: Malestares y consejos (284),  Influencia sobre los demás ((288-89) 

               Escuchar y escribir  9-1 (285), 9-4 (286), 9-6 (289) 

Cuaderno: 9-1 thru 9-4 (155-57) 
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jueves, 20 de marzo 

 Antes de clase : verbos irregulares del subjuntivo ((290), Puente Cultural (293), Paso 2 

Vocabulario              

  Buenas/malas noticias ((294-95)    

En clase:     Escuchar y escribir 9-8 (291),  9-11 (295),  Comentario Cultural (296) 9-14 (297) 

Cuaderno:         Escribir 9-5 thru 9-9 (158-62) 

martes, 25 de marzo 

Antes de clase: Subjuntivo de emociones (298-99), cambios de raíz en el subjuntivo (301) 

Texto:  Escuchar y escribir 9-15 (299), 9-16 (300), 9-19 (302) 9-20 (302) 

 Cuaderno:    9-10 (162) 

 

 

jueves, 27 de marzo:  Paso 3, Capítulo 9  Buenas/ Malas noticias Vocabulario (304);  Certeza y 

Duda en el subjuntivo (306-07), (309-10) 

Antes de clase/Texto:   9-26 (307),  9-27 (308), 9-29 (310), 9-31 (311) 

Cuaderno: Escribir 9-11 thru 9-15 (163-66) 

martes, primero de abril   

En clase: Chile (316-17),  Repasar el Capítulo 9 

                Escribir el borrador (“first draft”) de Redacción 3. 

Antes de clase:  Prepararse para escribir el borrador . (Think about the topic your professor has 

assigned; review any special vocabulary you think you will need to use in class. 

Cuaderno:  Escuchar y Escribir  9-16 thru 9-17 (166), Choose Lectura A, B, or C and complete 

appropriate exercises, 9-25 thru 9-26 (173-74)  

Jueves, 3 de abril 

En clase  (Examen del Capítulo 9) 

martes, 8 de abril  
En clase: Practice for all sections of the Exit Exam  

               (Reading, listening, writing: present and preterite). 

Antes de clase: 

Practice with the handouts from your professor; go to the Tutorial Center for extra help. Review the 

conjugation of verbs in the present tense and the preterite. Also, review basic vocabulary. 

sign-up for your appointment for the oral interview. 

jueves, 10 de abril 

 En clase: EXIT EXAM. (Listening, reading, writing in the present, writing in the preterite) 

 

martes, 15 de abril 

 Speaking section of the EXIT EXAM (Note the time and place of your appointment.)  

(No “regular”Spanish class today.) 

 

 

jueves, 17 de abril 

En clase: Today you will meet in class to receive the results of your exit exam. Students who need to do 

re-takes will stay for additional practice.  Retakes will be given during final exam week, according to 

the university schedule below. 
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EXIT EXAM RETAKE SCHEDULE: Exit Exam retakes may not be rescheduled for any 

reason. 

122.5              MW 1:00 miércoles, 2 de mayo a las 11:30 de la mañana 

122.15    TTH 2:30 jueves, 3 de mayo a las  2:30 de la tarde 

  

Upon successfully completing SPAN 122, students who wish to continue their studies in Spanish 

should enroll in SPAN 209 (i.e. Intermediate Spanish I) or SPAN 211 (i.e. Intensive Intermediate 

Spanish).  These courses are offered on the main campus in Columbia.  Course numberings may 

vary for other schools that you may choose to attend. 

 

More Information about the Exit Exam 

 

Q:  What is the “Exit Exam”? 

A:  It is a four-part test that evaluates your proficiency level in Spanish. It covers four skills: 

speaking, listening comprehension, reading comprehension, and writing.  The writing section is 

subdivided into writing in the present tense and writing in the preterite. 

 

Q:  How is the Exit Exam graded? 

A:   Each section is scored Pass-Fail.  When you pass all sections, the Department of Languages, 

Literatures and Cultures certifies that you have met the minimum proficiency level required by 

the College of Liberal Arts and many other Colleges in the University. 

 

Q:  What happens if I fail a section of the Exit Exam? 

A:  You may retake any section that you fail once.  The retakes are given during Final Exam 

week; there is no final Spanish exam.  However, if you fail any section the second time, you will 

receive an F in the course. 

 

Q:  Will this affect my course grade? 

A:  As long as you pass all the sections of the Exit Exam, you will pass the course.  The letter 

grade is determined by the scores you have earned for your quizzes, tests, compositions, 

homework, etc.  However, if you fail any section on the retake, you will get an F in the course. 

 

Q:  How can I best prepare for this Exam? 

A:  Prepare well for all your lessons.  You will also be given practice exams so that you will be 

familiar with the formats of the Exit Exam.  If you feel that you are particularly weak in one skill 

(speaking, reading, writing, listening), you should discuss this with your professor early in the 

semester. 

    

 

 

 


