
ENGL P391      

Great Books of the Western World II  
Spring 2008      Sections: 205, 210, 211, 215, 220, 221     

Days and Time: MWF 10:00-10:50         

Instructor:    Dr. Walter Collins 

Phone:     (803) 313-7191 (voice mail capable)  

FAX:    (803) 313-7106    

Office:    Medford Library, Room No. 222, USC Lancaster 

Office Hours:    Mon. through Thurs. 2:30-3:30 and by appt.      

e-mail:  collinsw@sc.edu 

web page:    http://usclancaster.sc.edu/faculty/collins/ 
 

 Course Objectives:  This course considers European masterpieces from the Renaissance to 

   the present.  

 

 Texts:   The Canterbury Tales, Geoffrey Chaucer 

    The Princesse de Clèves, Madame de LaFayette 

    Robinson Crusoe, Daniel Defoe 

    Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglas, an American Slave 

    Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad 

    A Passage to India, E. M. Forster 

            

 Other Materials:   a good dictionary 

     flash drive 

 

 Blackboard:  <http://blackboard.sc.edu> This site contains course   

   content indispensable for completing this course. 

 

 Attendance:  Because of the quick pace of this reading and writing course as well as the 

need for active and meaningful participation by all students, it is strongly suggested 

that students not miss any classes. According to the USC Academic Bulletin: “Absences 

from more than 10 percent of the scheduled class sessions, whether excused or 

unexcused, is excessive and the instructor may choose to exact a grade penalty for such 

absences.”  Ten percent (10%) of classes for this course means 4 class meetings.  For 

this course, ten points will be deducted from a student’s FINAL COURSE AVERAGE 

for each absence beyond the 4 allowable.  In addition, being more than 5 minutes late or 

leaving more than 10 minutes early from a class constitutes an absence.  There is no 

distinction between unexcused and excused absences of any kind.  However, please 

submit to your instructor any documentation where possible and appropriate for all 

absences.  This policy will be strictly enforced.   
 

 Plagiarism: The plagiarism policy for USC will be enforced for all work done in ENGL 

P391.  All students must sign and submit an Academic Integrity Statement at the beginning of 

the semester. Your research paper will not be accepted unless submitted through the 

Safe Assignments component of the Blackboard course management system. 
 

 Late assignments and missed work: Students who are late to class are responsible for all 

information, assignments, and activities presented in their absence. It is their responsibility 

to contact a classmate or the instructor for assignments (see below). Any student absent 



on the day an assignment is due should make arrangements for his/ her paper to get to the 

instructor by no later than 3 p.m. on that same day. Late major papers/essays will be 

penalized 10 points per day, and no papers will be accepted more than three days after the  

 date. Late tests will be penalized 10 points. Late minor assignments will be evaluated for the 

 benefit of the student, but no score will be recorded.   

 

 To receive a passing grade (at least a D) for this course, students must  complete and 

turn in all regular assignments including essays/research papers as assigned and take 

all tests.   

 

 Presentation:  The presenting student will be expected to make a critical presentation on the 

text that entails some research elements and allows for discussion of the material in class.  A 

typed documentation of sources [Bibliography] should be presented to the instructor within 

two class days following the presentation.  The instructor will perhaps interject comments 

throughout this period, but the idea is that the presenter would get the entire class involved in 

discussion. Evaluation: Content (60%), Presentation technique (20%), & Documentation 

(20%).  Engagement in discussion of all students should be the goal of all presentations. 
 

 Research Paper:  You will be given a handout detailing the requirements for the Research 

Paper just before Mid-term.  

 

 Electronic Mail and Online Resources – All students must be willing and able (with my 

help if necessary) to communicate by e-mail. Likewise, students must have reliable 

access to the Internet for checking Blackboard and participating in online discussions 

and postings. If students do not have access at home they may use a computer on their 

campus. 
 

 Grading Scale and Course Grade breakdown: 

 

90-100  A 

88-89  B+ 

80-87 B 

78-79  C+ 

70-77 C 

68-69  D+ 

60-67  D 

Below 60 F 

 

 Evaluation: 

Appropriate and Meaningful Participation  10% 

Midterm Exam      20% 

Presentation      10% 

Minor Writing Assignments (Reflection Days) 10% 

Research Paper      20% 

Final Exam      30% 

  

 
                    100% 



 Technology: In general, we will encounter few to no problems with the technological aspects 

of this course. On the very rare occasion that there is some sort of technology SNAFU for 

those at remote sites, students should contact the local campus technology person and by the 

end of the day, through e-mail or phone, the instructor of the course. In almost all cases, 

classes are recorded and can be viewed later by clicking the appropriate link at the following 

web site: <http://pc.sc.edu/videos>. Please make the instructor aware of any problems or 

concerns as soon as possible. 
 

 GENERAL GUIDELINES:  Absolutely no cell phones, pagers, or other electronic 

devices set in the ON/RINGING setting.  No text-messaging in class. Please take care of 

personal business with the instructor outside of class time.  If you encounter any 

problems see the instructor as soon as possible.   This is important. The professor 

reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus as appropriate. 

 
 

 
 

English 438D -- Day by Day 
 

Please read and prepare all assignments for each course meeting before arriving in class on a 

given day.  We will use the readings to structure and guide our class discussions.  If you have 

not read and prepared the material it will be difficult to add to the discussion and your grade 

will suffer.  Come to class each day prepared to contribute to the day’s discussion.  Please note 

important dates listed below for all assignments.  If you are asked to turn in additional 

assignments you will be told in advance. 
 

January 14 Introduction to the course with discussion of requirements, expectations,   

  participation, logistics, etc…  

  What is literature and what does it do? 

   

January 16 Go to Blackboard <http://blackboard.sc.edu> and update your personal information.

  Academic Integrity Statement—Please go to Blackboard and print out this form. Read 

  and sign the statement and return it today in person or by FAX (803) 313-7106 if not 

  at USCL. 

 

January 18 Read David Wright’s Introduction to The Canterbury Tales, pp. xi-xxi and  

  General Prologue, pp. 1-22 

 

January 18  Last day to register, change schedule, or drop a course without a grade of “W” 

 

January 21  Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday. No classes.  

 

January 23 Read The Knight’s Tale, pp. 23-79  

   

January 25 Read The Miller’s Prologue and Tale, pp. 79-98 

 

January 28 Read The Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale, pp. 219-250 

 

January 30 Read The Franklin’s Prologue and Tale, pp. 362-385 

 

February 4 Read The Nun’s Priest’s Prologue, Tale and Epilogue, pp. 201-218 

http://pc.sc.edu/videos


 

February 6 Read The Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale, pp. 394-410 

  

February 8 Reflection Day 

 

February 11 Read Introduction to The Princesse de Clèves, pp. vii-xxx and Part I, pp. 3-42 

 

February 13 Read The Princesse de Clèves, Part II, pp. 42-79 

 

February 15  No class today. I will be attending a faculty senate meeting. 

  Read The Princesse de Clèves, Part III, pp. 80-119 and respond to the questions listed 

  on Blackboard. 

 

February 18 Read The Princesse de Clèves, Part IV, pp. 119-156 

 

February 20 Reflection Day 

 

February 22 Read Introduction to Robinson Crusoe, pp. vii-xxxix and pp. 3-66  

 

February 25 Read Robinson Crusoe, pp. 66-113  

 

February 25 Last day to drop a course or withdraw without a grade of “WF” 

 

February 27 Read Robinson Crusoe, pp. 114-146 

 

February 29 Read Robinson Crusoe, pp. 146-184 

 

March 3 Read Robinson Crusoe, pp. 184-226 

  

March 5 Read Robinson Crusoe, pp. 226-258   

 

March 7  Reflection Day 

 

March 9-16 SPRING BREAK 

 

March 17 Catch up and review for Midterm exam 

 

March 19 Mid-term Exam 

 

March 21 Read Introduction to Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, pp. vii-xxvii and 

  pp. 15-37 

 

March 24 Read Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, pp. 38-106 

 

March 26  Reflection Day 

 

March 28 Read Introduction to Heart of Darkness, pp. xi-xxvii and Part I, pp. 103-133 

 

March 31 Read Heart of Darkness, Part II, pp. 134-160 



 

April 2 Read Heart of Darkness, Part III, pp. 161-187 

 

April 4 Reflection Day 

 

April 7 Read A Passage to India, Ch. 1-6, pp. 3-63 

 

April 9 Read A Passage to India, Ch. 7-11, pp. 63-132 

 

April 11 Read A Passage to India, Ch. 12-15, pp. 135-169 

 

April 14 Read A Passage to India, Ch. 16-21, pp. 170-213 

 

April 16  Read A Passage to India, Ch. 22-26, pp. 213-278 

 

April 18 No class today. I have a faculty senate meeting. 
 

April 21 Read A Passage to India, Ch. 27-30, pp. 278-301 

 

April 23 Read A Passage to India, Ch. 31-37, pp. 302-362 

 

April 25 Reflection Day 

 

April 28  Review for Final Exam 

 

Final Exam to be announced closer to the end of the semester. 

 

 
 

 

Have a happy and safe summer! 
 


