
English 102 – Composition and Literature  Instructor:  Dr. Walter Collins 

Spring 2008      Phone:    313-7191 

Sect. 112 (312) TTh 9:30-10:45, Medford 217 Office:  Medford 222 

Sect. 213 (313) TTh 11:00-12:15, Medford 217 Office Hours: M–Th; 2:30-3:30 & by appt.   
 

e-mail:  collinsw@sc.edu 
 

 Course Objectives:  This is a course in the writing of expository and critical essays  

with an introduction to literature and including a research paper. 

 

 Prerequisite:    ENGL 101 with a grade of ―C‖ or better. 

 

 Textbooks:    Roberts and Jacobs.  Literature: An Introduction to  

Reading and Writing. Third Compact Edition. 

Raimes.  Keys for Writers.  4
th

 Edition or another writing handbook. 

 

 Other Materials:   a good dictionary 

notebook for minor writing assignments 

     flash drive 

 

 Attendance:    Because of the quick pace of this reading and writing course as well  

as the need for active and meaningful participation by all students, 

it is strongly suggested that students not miss any classes.  

According to the USC L Academic Bulletin, ―Absences from more 

than 10 percent of the scheduled class sessions, whether excused or 

unexcused, is excessive and the instructor may choose to exact a 

grade penalty for such absences.‖  Ten percent (10%) of classes for 

this course equals 3 class meetings.  For this course, ten points will 

be deducted from a student’s FINAL COURSE AVERAGE for each 

absence beyond the 3 allowable.  In addition, being more than 5 

minutes late or leaving more than 10 minutes early from a class 

constitutes an absence.  There is no distinction between unexcused 

and excused absences of any kind.  However, please submit to your 

instructor any documentation where possible and appropriate for 

all absences.  This policy will be strictly enforced.   
 

 Plagiarism: The plagiarism policy for USC L will be enforced for all work done in ENG 102. 

All students must read and sign a copy of the Academic Integrity Statement. 
 

 Late assignments and missed work: Students who are late to class are responsible for all 

information, assignments, and activities presented in their absence. It is their responsibility to 

contact a classmate or the instructor for assignments (see below). Any student absent on the 

day an assignment is due should make arrangements for his/ her paper to get to the instructor by 

no later than 3 p.m. on that same day. Late papers/essays will be penalized 10 points per 

day including weekends, and no papers will be accepted for a grade more than three days 

after the date. Taking tests or quizzes late will result in an automatic penalty of 10 points.  
Late minor assignments will be evaluated for the benefit of the student, but no score will be 

recorded. 



 To receive a passing grade (at least a D) for this course, students must complete and turn in 

all regular assignments, take all tests, and turn in all essays as assigned.   
 

Two classmates I may call/contact to get assignments if I am absent: 

 

1. ___________________________________  tel.  _______ - ___________ 

 

e-mail:  _______________________________________________________ 

 

2. ___________________________________  tel.  _______ - ___________ 

 

e-mail:  _______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 Grading Scale and Course Grade breakdown: 

90-100  A 

88-89  B+ 

80-87 B 

78-79  C+ 

70-77 C 

68-69  D+ 

60-67  D 

Below 60 F 

 

 Evaluation: 

Short Story Essay   10% 

Poetry Analysis   10% 

Research Paper   15% 

Short Story Test   15% 

Poetry Test    15% 

Participation    10% 

Quizzes/Classwork/Homework 10% 

Mandatory Final Exam  15% 

 

 

GENERAL GUIDELINES:  Absolutely no cell phones, pagers, or other electronic devices allowed 

in the ON/RINGING setting. NO text-messaging during class. Please take care of personal business 

with the instructor outside of class time.  If you encounter any problems see the instructor as soon as 

possible.   This is important. 

  

English 102 -- Day by Day 

Please read and prepare all assignments for each course meeting including the supplemental 

readings.  We will use the readings to structure and guide our class discussions.  If you have 

not read and prepared the material it will be difficult to add to the discussion and your grade 

will suffer.  Come to class each day prepared to contribute to the day’s discussion.  Please note 

due dates listed below for all assignments.  If you are asked to turn in additional assignments 

you will be told in advance. 

 



January 15 Introduction to course, plagiarism; discussion of expectations and overview.  

 

January 17 Introduction to reading literature and short fiction. 

   Read pp. 1-15 (top) including ―The Necklace‖ and pp. 57-69; pay particular 

   attention to the paragraphs on the beginnings of the short story, pp. 59-60. 

 

January 18  Last day to register, change schedule, or drop a course without a grade of ―W‖ 

 

January 21 Martin Luther King, Jr. Service Day – University closed. 

 

January 22 Structure:  ―Everyday Use,‖ p. 104 and ―A Worn Path,‖ p. 110 

   Supplemental reading:  pp. 100-103 

  Characters:  ―A Jury of Her Peers,‖ p. 148 

   Supplemental reading:  pp. 127-134  

 

January 24 Point of View:  ―An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge,‖ p. 198 and ―The Song of 

Songs,‖ p. 204 

   Supplemental reading:  pp. 188-197 

   

January 29 Setting:  ―And Sarah Laughed‖ [HANDOUT] and ―The Masque of the Red Death,‖ 

  p. 245 

   Supplemental reading:  pp. 228-232 

   

January 31  Idea/Theme:  ―The Horse Dealer‘s Daughter,‖ p. 361 

   Supplemental reading:  pp. 350-355 

 

February 5 ―The Lesson,‖ p. 356 and ―The Lottery,‖ p. 208 

 

February 7 ―Two Kinds,‖ p. 172  and review for Short Story Test  

  Discuss Short Story Essay Assignment—Handout 

  Read pp. 15-54 carefully—We will discuss this in class. 

  Short Story Essay due February 21 
 

February 12  Short Story Test  
 

February 14 Introduction to Poetry: pp. 429-439 

   ―The Man He Killed,‖ p.444; ―Where Children Live,‖ p. 447; ―An Apology for Using 

  the Word ‗Heart‘ in Too Many Poems,‖ p. 472; ―Ballad of Birmingham,‖ p. 637; ―On 

  Being Brought From Africa to America,‖ p. 834  
   

February 19 Character and setting:  [HANDOUT]; ―Dover Beach,‖ p. 771; ―The Passionate 

Shepherd to His Love,‖ ―The Nymph‘s Reply to the Shepherd,‖ ―Song‖ 

[HANDOUT] 

 Words:  459-468; ―The Lamb,‖ p. 469; ―The Tyger,‖ p. 502; ―Holy Sonnet 14,‖ p. 

474; ―Chemistry Experiment,‖ p. 475; ―Richard Cory,‖ p. 482; ―Eating Poetry,‖ p. 

484  
 



February 21 Imagery:  494-501; ―Sonnets from the Portuguese,‖ p. 503; ―The Voice You Hear 

When You Read Silently,‖ p. 513; ―In a Station of the Metro,‖ p. 518; ―Sonnet 130,‖ 

p. 520 

  Catch Up Day and Discussion of Poetry Analysis 

 Short Story Essay Due Today by 3:00 PM. Submit through Safe Assignments. 
 

February 26 Figures of Speech:  530-538; ―A Red, Red Rose,‖ p.540; ―Harlem,‖ p.  

546; ―Reply to the Question:  ‗How Can You Become A Poet?‘,‖ p. 549; 

 ―Conjoined,‖ p. 550; ―A Work of Artifice,‖ p. 551; ―Sonnet 18,‖ p. 553 
   

February 25 Last day to drop a course or withdraw without a grade of ―WF‖ 

 

February 28 Tone:  569-578; ―homage to my hips,‖ p. 580; ―I Am a Black Woman,‖ p. 583; 

―Theme for English B,‖ p. 586; ―Dying,‖ p. 591; ―My Papa‘s Waltz,‖ p. 596; ―When 

You Are Old,‖ p. 600  
 

March 4 Catch Up Day and Review for Poetry Test  

 Poetry Analysis due April 1 
 

March 6  Poetry Test  
 

March 9-16 (Sun.-Sun.)    SPRING BREAK—UNIVERSITY CLOSED. 
 

March 18 Introduction to Drama, pp. 845-863; tragedy pp. 931-942 
 

March 20 Death of a Salesman, pp. 1290-1323 [Act I] 
 

March 25 Death of a Salesman, pp. 1323-1359 [Act II and Requiem] 
 

March 27 Death of a Salesman, video clips 
 

April 1 Introduction to the research paper; research/documentation/works cited 

  Read pp. 1431-1464 

Bring Keys for Writers or writing handbook with you to class today. 

  Poetry Analysis Due Today by 3:00 PM. Submit through Safe Assignments. 
 

April 3 First part of class:  continued discussion of Research Paper; Sources and citations.  

  Brainstorming of topics. Then, Library Orientation for Literary Resources. 
  

April 8 The Bear, pp. 1172-1181  
   

April 10 Individual research in library.  Come to the classroom first for attendance. 
    

April 14-18 Individual Conferences for Research Paper in my office during this week—

Medford 222.   

 Show up at my office five minutes before your time.  Do not miss this appointment as 

there will be no make-ups.  Bring your Rough Draft and any questions you may have. 

 

April 15 A Raisin In The Sun, pp. 1360-1389 [Act I] 

 Preliminary Works Cited page for Research Paper due today.  You need at least 

4 good secondary sources.  They should be typed in MLA format, set up in the 



WC page structure and alphabetized appropriately.  Primary Sources DO NOT 

COUNT for this. Begin Rough Draft for Research Paper so that you can bring it 

with you to the upcoming conferences. 

 

April 17 A Raisin In The Sun, pp. 1389-1414 [Act II] 
 

April 22 A Raisin In The Sun, pp. 1414-1423 [Act III] 
    

April 24 Video clips from A Raisin In The Sun  

  Review for Exam. 
 

April 29 University Reading Day.  NO CLASSES TODAY,  

  BUT Research Paper due by 3:00 PM. Submit through Safe Assignments. 

   

Mandatory Final Exam.   This final will be cumulative in general, but will have a specific 

section focused on the plays we have read and discussed. 

 
 

Sect. 112 (312) (9:30-10:45)  Tuesday, May 6, 2008  8:30 to 10:30 AM 

Sect. 213 (313) (11:00-12:15)  Thursday, May 1, 2008  11:30 AM to 1:30 PM 

 

NB:  Exam times are different than the class meeting times during the semester. 

 

 

Have a happy and safe summer! 


