COURSE SYLLABUS: ENGLISH 102: COMPOSITION & LITERATURE
Spring 2008. Section 111—T,R 8:00-9:15

Dr. Augusté

Office: Bradley 223

Hours: M-R 11:00-11:30 T, R 1:00-2:00 or by Appointment.
E-mail: augusten@gwm.sc.edu

Texts:

Schilb, John and John Clifford. Making Literature Matter: An Anthology for
Readers and Writers. 34 Ed. New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2006.

Ready access to an MLA citation source guide.

Catalog Description:
(3) Prereq: ENGL 101

A course in the writing of expository and critical essays with an introduction to
literature and including a research paper.

Note: Students must complete English 101 and 102 (or equivalent) before taking any
other English course.

Learning Objectives:

e Interpret and evaluate argumentative discourse, including writing and
speech
Construct cogent arguments
Communicate those arguments clearly, coherently and effectively
Locate, synthesize, and evaluate relevant information
Demonstrate an understanding of the aims and methods of intellectual
discourse
e Weigh evidence and evaluate the arguments of differing viewpoints
e Show an understanding of MLA documentation

Instructional Procedures:

Learning activities for this course will include individual reading and research,
lectures, whole class discussions, small group work, informal and formal writing
projects, and student presentations, perhaps both group and individual. A sense
of reflection and dialogue will be indispensable.

Late Work Policy

The instructor reserves the right to penalize or refuse late work. Journal entries
will not be taken late, but can be reviewed for accuracy if the student would like
feedback. All other late scored assignments will receive a letter grade deduction
for each business day the assignment is late.



Student Responsibilities

1.

Attendance:

Students are expected to attend every class meeting. Ultimately, it is the
student’s responsibility to find out class content that s/he may have
missed via the professor or another student; failure to do so can result in
missing impromptu assignments for credit or important announcements
regarding future assignments, tests, or other projects.

Students will be allowed to make up an exam or project only if the
professor has excused the absence beforehand. According to the USCL
Academic Bulletin, “Absence from more than 10 percent of the scheduled
class sessions, whether excused or unexcused, is excessive and the
instructor may choose to exact a grade penalty for such absences.” In
other words, every class missed after the third missed class will result in a
letter grade drop. For example, if you have earned a 94 (A) in the class
and you miss four classes, the final score will be an 84 (B) and so on. Six
absences will result in failure for the course.

*NOTE: According to university policy “Students who are absent from any
final examination will be given the grade of F on the course if they have
not offered an excuse acceptable to the instructor. If excused they will be
assigned a grade of I (see “I” entry under “Grading System”), and may
complete the course through a deferred examination.”

Journal:

These typed entries will be collected and scored at the instructor’s
discretion. These entries, at times, will be scored orally. These particular
pieces will not be taken late; therefore, it is imperative to have a prepared
journal entry when due.

Group Work:

Working with others will be a regular and integral part of this course.
Respecting others’ opinions and ideas is essential in gaining skills that will
assist you in life. Remember, some major leadership skills involve careful
listening, leading, following, helping, delegating, and edifying. Perform
these actions, and success will follow.

Academic Integrity Policy

Each student is expected to adhere to the Academic Integrity Policy. Familiarize
yourself with this policy, available on line at
http://www.sc.edu/academicintegrity/.



Academic Disturbance Policy:

Disturbances in classes, labs, during field trips, lectures, presentations, and other
academic activities may result in one or more of the following sanctions: verbal
reprimand, written warning, permanent dismissal from the class, suspension
from the University for a period of time, or permanent suspension from the
University. If a student is dismissed from a class after the last day to withdraw
from classes, the student will receive an F grade in the class. A student may
appeal verbal reprimand, written warning, or permanent dismissal from the class
to the Academic Dean. A student may appeal suspension from the University for
a period of time or permanent suspension from the University to the Vice Provost
for Regional Campuses.

Revision Policy:

A student may choose to revise one project over the semester. This revision
policy is intended for work that needs major revision, and may include any
assigned research essay, response, or other project, save the final exam prompt.
If the student chooses to revise a piece of writing, s/he must schedule a
conference within one week of receiving the graded work (i.e. if a piece is handed
back on a Monday, the student has until the next Monday to schedule an
appointment). At the time of the conference, the student and professor will agree
upon a new due date for the work. This new due date will be treated as any other,
and subject to the late work policy (see above).

Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the act of taking someone else’s ideas and/or wording as your own—
that is, using another’s ideas and or wording without clearly and sufficiently
giving credit through the use of proper MLA citation. The first unintentional
violation will require a correctional rewrite of the plagiarized sections of the
paper before a grade can be assessed. All other unintentional violations will be
penalized after a correctional rewrite. Intentional plagiarism will merit the writer
a grade of zero and a disciplinary conference to determine any other appropriate
remediation.

If you are unsure if you have plagiarized, ASK ME (prior to turning in a piece of
writing, i.e. during the revision stage). This act—as well as correctly utilizing
MLA citation guidelines—will prevent future problems from developing. I may
ask you to turn in a report from a website plagiarism tool as a means of ensuring
original work.

Students with Disabilities:

If you have a disability that could affect your performance in this class or for
which you need accommodation, please contact the Dean of Academic Affairs at
803. 313.7101.



Student Success Center:

The Academic Success Center provides resources for students such as tutoring in
groups or one on one, study skills, workshops, and review sessions for many
USCL courses. Website: http://usclancaster.sc.edu/asc/index.html.

Phone: 803.313.7113

Evaluation:

Journal: 64% (16 Entries @ 4points each)
Essays: 30% (3 @ 10 points each)

Final Exam: 6%

Total: 100 points possible

* This syllabus is subject to change. Any modifications will be
announced in class or possibly via email.



Spring 2008 Schedule and Due Dates

RC=Reading Cluster

January

15, 17: Introduction to Course; “What is Literature ? Why and How does it
Matter? (Ch.1)

22: “Thinking and Reading Critically” (Ch. 2); “The Writing Process” (Ch.3)

24: “Writing about Stories” (Ch.4)

29: “Writing about Poems” (Ch.5); “Writing about Plays” (Ch.6)

31: “Writing about Essays” (Ch.7)

February

5 RC.“Li ving i n Fami:Madthers dnd QaGghterst Kories
7: Siblings in Conflict: Stories

12: Family Bonds and Bondage: A Collection of Essays by bell hooks

14: Due: Essay #1

19:RC.“ Lovi ng” :Rd&dantid Brgams: Stories

21: Is this Love?: Stories

26: True Love: Poems

28: A Seductive Argument: Re-Visions of a Poem

March

4: Jealous Love: A Play and Images

6: Due: Essay #2

9-16: Spring Break: Class Dismissed

18:RC.“ Freedom and Conf i n:&hmdlartiage(TEp: Pldys )
20: Confined for Her Own Good: Cultural Contexts for a Story

25: MN Conference

27: MN Conference

April

1: Trapped in Stereotypes: Poems

3: RC.“ Confronting Mor t RacingtChildhood Eears: Re? ) :
Visions of a Story

8: Fighting for Survival: Stories

10: Disrespecting Death: Poems

15: Imagining the End: A Collection of Poems by Emily Dickinson

17: Memorials: Poems

22: Due: Essay #3

24: Preparation for Final Exam

Final Exam: Thursday 1 May, 2008 8:30-10:30



